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honor to have the chance to serve with Senator Coordsen, Senator 
Crosby, and Senator Kristensen on the Warner Memorial Committee. 
Of course, I had the great pleasure of serving with Senator 
Warner all these years as a member of the Lancaster County 
delegation. We became very close and through those years had a 
chance to work very well together on so many different topics. 
His loss is felt personally by myself, collectively as a 
legislature, and as a state of Nebraska we lost a giant. 
Clearly we need to honor a man who's done so much for the state. 
His wife, Betty, of course, was his strength and her loss is 
felt as well. His brother, his father, his family were a great 
asset to Nebraska. So to take this step, and this is no small 
step, and I think we ought to realize how significant this is to 
name the East Chamber for the Warner family, I think, is most 
appropriate. And with his love and his father's love for the 
Legislature, their service to the Legislature, naming it the 
Warner Legislative Chamber is absolutely appropriate. It's 
going to be a living legacy, and that’s the exciting part of it. 
It's not just going to be naming a room and then years from now 
wondering about what the significance is because Senator Warner, 
I think, always had a commitment to look to the future and to 
build for the future. The concept of trying to build that 
Chamber into a point, a focal point for the state to discuss 
public policy, to have programs, to have an interactive ability 
to base out of that facility across the state of Nebraska, to 
educate Nebraskans about issues about the state I think will be 
a great asset far into the future. It will take a commitment by 
this Legislature to finance that, but in the end it will be a 
lasting living tribute to one of the greatest Nebraskans and, I 
think, truly a great leader for our state for so many years. I 
wanted to mention, you know, this is my twentieth year here and 
I think it would be significant again to point out how important 
it was that Senator Warner served and be our longest serving 
legislator. When I first came in, I had the chance to serve 
with Dick Marvel. Dick Marvel was also a great legislator and a 
great Nebraskan. And I recall when he was struck down by 
Alzheimer's and had to leave office, it was a tremendous loss. 
It was also a loss to this state and this Legislature because he 
had served something like 26 years. And there was another 
legislator who had served 26 years, and his name was Sam Klaver. 
Sam Klaver was not a highly regarded legislator. In fact, I 
think he's the only legislator ever censured by the Nebraska
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